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cular into great perplexity.   Our house was out of canton-
ments, in a very exposed situation. We had four children
with us at the time, the eldest six years of age, and the
youngest a little more than three months.   Their departure
was indispensable.   Was I to go with them, or send them
away and remain behind ? _ Some advised me, to go, but
we soon saw this was not the course which ought to be
pursued.   Officers were sending away their families, and
they themselves were remaining behind.     For me to
desert my post at such a time, was seen by us both,
would be to undo the work of my life, and it was evident
my duty was to remain.    Armed steamers were going
up and down the Ganges, and I hoped to secure a
passage to Calcutta in one of them for my family.
Hearing a steamer was expected from Allahabad, we
went down to Raj Ghat; and as soon as the steamer
came to anchor I went on board.    It was full to over-
flowing of refugees from the North-West   . The captain
told me he could not give my family even a deck passage,
so crowded was the vessel.   There was nothing for us but
to go back to a friend's house, where we had been living
for a few days.   Through the kindness of a friend at
Allahabad, to whom I had written, I succeeded in se-
curing a small cabin for my family in the next steamer,
and in it they ftiade their way to Calcutta, after a deten-
tion of some days at Dinapore in great discomfort and
danger, owing to the mutiny having broken out there.
At Calcutta they embarked, in September, in a cargo
ship for England, which they reached after a long and
stormy passage.    During the whole of July and August
the communication between Bengal  and  the   Upper
Provinces was so interrupted, that sometimes for weeks
together no certain information was received of what